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that this would not be feasible. It was already two o'clock.
The men were exhausted from fighting hard beneath an
equatorial sun for eight hours on end. No one had slept the
night before nor eaten anything that day. Nobody could be
spared to go on board and fetch supplies, and without re-
freshment or rest the men could not be expected to construct
barricades and keep off the enemy at the same time.

Having observed all this, Albuquerque decided to post-
pone the final issue till another day. He set fire to one part
of the town, permitted those who so desired to do a little
plunder, and then withdrew on board. Much of the enemy's
artillery was carried off, and a wonderful chariot was burned.
This monumental conveyance, entirely lined with silk and
inlaid with gold, ran upon thirty wheels, each as high as a
room. It had been specially constructed for the King of
Pahang to parade the streets in triumph with his bride.

Albuquerque appears to have expected Sultan Mohamed
to surrender after this. All the King did, however, was to
send a messenger deprecating the Portuguese pugnacity,
since he had given up the prisoners.

" No thanks are due to him for that!" said Albuquerque
grimly. " I told him he was to send them peaceably, which
he did not." Sultan Mohamed must now acknowledge him-
self a vassal of the King of Portugal or see Malacca burned.
The King returned the usual non-committal answer, and
Albuquerque prepared to fight again.

The possession of the bridge, we gather, was the key to
the possession of the town. To disturb the f oemen who were
camping there again, it was proposed to ram the bridge with
a ship. For this purpose a junk was seized (not one belonging
to their Chinese friends), and loaded with artillery, provisions,
and munitions. They found, however, that until a spring-
tide even this shallow-draft vessel could not reach the
bridge. The armed junk therefore waited, anchored as
close by as possible, and the Malays tried to burn it
every night.

Meanwhile the captains were becoming bored,    When